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The Defedtions of the Seccders, 60 


Fer Ging below is liable to corruptipe;;.a0d 22 


ruption of the beſt things is worſt. Religion itſelf, in all _ 
has been perverted and abuſed, through the depra« | 

rity of erer + 
been changed. Even the. Chriſtian religion; "although wholly 1 
divige, an like u fountein clear as chryſtal, proceeding fm jt 
beneath the throne. of God and the Lamb. entirely tres from̃ 1 
curthly, mixture, yet it had not gun long below, when it was pol- 

med through the cortuption of mes, and at laſt almoſt entirely 
aſt in the. herefies, ſuperſtitiogs and vanigies of chi preſent: cout 
wanld, It pleaſed Cod, howerer, to make gracious appear - 
Pep — — 7 — which neithet 
ter man, and Which: cannot be ſupporied; 
which eſtabliſhed it at firſt. At ort 
1 — was much * —— 


2 — magy n 
nuaion, becauſe of 77 laid upon them, by tb 
jadi of church, ſeveral -migiſters\ and —— 
ts ſeeds from, he „ agd emitted a teſlimooy, or a declaration ef 

the grounds of their ſeceſſion, and of the plan upon which they 
intended 10 conſtitute themſcꝭves, Since which time, wel with 
ming others, have profctled to adhere to that plan: but 46 we 
have reaſon 10 fear that our judicatntes have widely deviated 
from their original ; and have carrigd us and themſelves 
* dhe Groans of election, we cannot ia conlcicace be any 


Fe ** 


{a 


_— Erne, pon. this condition, that he ſhould be 
60 ed minifterial communion with the godly Ga 
—_ Eftibiſhed chorch. The above terms then are to be ith 
 agaliſt,'as inconſiſtent with the original plan of the ſeceſſion We 
at tt —.— the authority of the eſtabhhed judicatures : bt 
dot ſeparate from any of the godly. in our mother-choreh, 
ber willingly admitted them to communion when properly attefted, 
Moreover, that our leaders might keep us from retnrning to the 
eftabliſhed* church at aby rate, and 22 they might bind us ef. 
fectaally to their intereſt, a bond was framed for renewing the 
+ covenant, and means uſed 10 perſuade and terrify bs ig take ther 
_ oath, a though it is altogether unprecedented either Old or 
New eſlament. We were only to have a few” years time at 
fartheſt, to ly open to, light, whether we ſhoald ſwear” it or "nor 
Accordingly. a defre to pleaſe the miniſters, and the terror of kx. 
2 engaged many to ſwear it ignorantly and rathly; 
and thoſe of a more tender confciehce, who could nor fee it they 
duty, were with Oey admitted to commonion ; and they had 
the mortification jo ſee the covenanters; however worthleſs in cha- 
ruacter, exalted above them: yea, in” chis place the edvenantery 
names were fead firft far Sion 10 the Lord's" table,” before 
the non«covenapters, who'were it laſt admitted, with Tuch words 
as' theſe:· Why ate ye #mong the laſt to bring back the King 
«* 1s this your kindiels to, pn ebay rnd yd 
the lefs honeſt among them to enter the bond, that they * 
no more dif in the abovg manner.” Nos ve would our 
miniſters, Where was their warfudt for chi bond or new term of 
EE 'of Godt No: . — 
. of communion, nor commaded $\ 
ny ſüch. 16, the practice of the thtrch of Scotland ? No? the 
| national covefant and che folemn league were propoled and com- 
piled by the avi N , and only chen ted to by ehureh- cburt. 
eroded of win have any wattadt to Rue bogds, and 
Sblige be. phaphe to fwear them.” wo 
Ide above are font new rue ef cvtraieion; — eier 
in the gay „Kr of the” 8 eſtebiiſhed' church to 
this da r drs, Went" "Pere certail ay acting ablbedly,'in 
exclaiming 2 gainlf'the' effablifhe judicatores, fot making a new 
Face Th h 21 to hear intraded miniſters, 
d for 5 if 0 f whhle "they themſelves were fur- 
wg a r e 'of tet tis of mus fon equally' abſvid, 
„ In abe 5 ſubmit 
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lotely neceſſary to open our eyes, and to promote the ends of re- | 
in the world. If we had gone on in unity, we could have 
ſestcely believed that dur teachers were fallible men, as we impli- 
gitly followed them; but when we ſaw them divide amoug them- 
ches, then we law that' we could not follow them all? This 
pot os to ſhame; and perplexed many well- thinking people as 
moch as the intruſions ſo moch complained of in che-eftabliſhed | 
church. This, too ſhewed the world, that our zeal againſt the 
mother. church was not diſintereſted; as we then began to turn 
ine point of our teſentment againſt ane another with as much vi. 
rulence, ee en ſacs een eee oe brethren; which 
e uſod to deſame the eſtabliſhed chur enn. ä 
= At this time, as our miniſter happened to be of the Actiburghter 
ere made the greateſt "noiſe, and have always had 
wameſt- pretenſions to zeal foF truth, we followed him, ot 
d proper opportunities to inquire into the real ſtate of: the 
dfſerences between the parties. Then a new term of communion 
vas impoſed upon us, i. „. we were excluded from "the ſacra · 
ments, ualeſs we would agree with our ſynod's conduct in excom- 
wonicating their brethren, whom we were taught to call Burgherr, 
aud condemp the burgels-oath as ublawful. - Accordiagly, as we 
were bay allowed to fend the books wrote hy our own party, we 
believed the words of our leaders, and r falloVed them 
N here" n e ee — 
Many," ; in dou wied ty 0 
r opinions of the Burgher miniſters, 


by. whom they had been fbi edified.  - In order to remove 
our ſcruples, x paper-war commented, with all the fury 
and rage ithaginable;: Ihe Bayghers were delivered to 


Satan, and we were taught to conſider them in the moſt odo, 
liphe. - Our faſts, our prayers,” our ſermotis and converſe were 
filed with -virulent inc Tes and uncharttadle reſlectious againſt 
our brethren; while. the ee, and its truths, qur foul and its 
Nuo » Were oft, uterly veglefted,.. Ne 


— we were mo :-when our whole 
97 75 rhie dove of Chriſt and of al his people | 
ien of ihis, we were {ene away on Manday 
— hlied with public affairs, burgeſs · oatha, covcaams, = 
aer e i peter zy pitbons were inflamed 
og rage .aghinſt 15 yt  diffet tram" gur + 
3 — our de 3 
edition. Ignorance grew by gap, vi religinn | 
decayed, and' we were in a Huch woe melancholy Sothon than 
we cer were in formerly. At laſt. however, ohr furions zeal 
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that they might | 


poſſeſſion; 
——_— 
Bon of an inh. 
chat be bas uo right 
gang to go» 
e 
achuire a right tö goſpel . 
1 the perſon bad a pre- 


g us bat is our right to theſe b 
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The COMPLAINT und PETIFION of the 
2 * so lr ONE 1 of Aberuerhy, 


- Mvmbly 


Wewrthk ln N f * * lic i 9822 ry wy 
at vor peritibders laid ber the 'aſiats Prefbytery of 
—— aa Nba a A. intituled 4 Pen if 


. abies of the gol? ut one . 
us — A Short Dialogue, 8c. we have been greatly troubled li 
„ Sur mitids concerting various things in that evi) 
« which we-cannot recondile either with the principles of the 
e ſeceſſion ot the ſpirit of Chriſtianity. Now, as we are 
« by the eee . ay e eee 
4 courts vf judicatute, and to demand-an-anſwer by way of te- 
<< drefs, e therefore” beg leave't0' lay before this court"the'fol 


plain from this, that My Wylie had bim 
* 2 —-— Now, we would de 
« glad to kyow,; Whether or miniſter be of all the ertors 
. aud bimes there 16d to- his charge; ſoth(as bla/phemy, Ju- 
« daifm, Pepery. and if he (pdaks like & renegads Few, and maiq- 
„ins the deffrihet of ' piirgatory,: &c. For our part we never 
<< beafd hiar ſpeak, dor ſa e him act in ſuch a manner as to de- 
. ſerve aby of theſe names ; yes, we can eaſily prove the contrafy, 
„adh, As Mr Wye foetts 0 maintain tet national cove: 
 nanting is a moral 5 e 
« tery's mind an this Ve parts. pture 
2 Uo le, 1 00x dem 
the moſt-diligent ſearch. 11 q ce 
„ uh, We alle humbly crave; that this reverend court w 
« inform os whether" they reckon ibat every. perſon. ought ta 
4 excluded rom Chriſtian communion, who. cannot ſee nations) 
„ covenanting to be a were 
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titer it ſhould be ſo long t ; yea, we th wot . - 
«think, that even a poſitive taſtirarion'o e * 
(« gleted" ie long s the {pace of twenty Years. | 
- As we ſhall be extremely glad to have theſe” 
« moved, ſo we hope that this A rod preſbytery will take — 
a qur-peticion and reprefentition under their conſideration, and 
ve us their judgments on the above articles, and your peti+ 
0 — hall ever pray, Ge Signed by James Brown, Pre 
the petition, the preſbytery agreed to conſider It x. 

42 lde . Mr Wylie, Which was Jae by our Commiſ® 
hovers, for - teaſons after mentioned. The prefbytery affirmed 
that Mr Wyle book contained nothing in it contrary to theit 
rcdived' priveiples; which fays that their principles are founded 
60 il unture, and rage, and ſcurrilous lavgpage, ge, with which that 
performance abounds, Then, inſtead of giving us any pteſby- 
terial auſwer, ſome membets emeted into an altercation with the 
w oters anent ſome articles in the petition ; and hen ch 
fow--that- their afſer tions and ridicuſous arguwents aud qui 
would not ſatisfy them, they called them madmen, perfure! — 
ut, blaſphemers, Yefuits,. and lar r. This was our anſwer. * 2 
ing diimiſſed that we returned to-morrow to retiew out 
petition 3 — Hil iven otders to {et none. of ns 
i" 5 ad e the back of the door was all the anfwer we got. Un. 
derftanding thar- the” was to meet next at 
Aprit-23 ſt 1767, we to attend, in order that we tight 
ioiſt further on our petition ; and in, caſe the presbytery had it 
naked as a libel, we drew vp à proteſt ind appeal 10 this reve- | 
read fynod. Accordingly, when our commiſſtoners went ts Ku- 
rſs; they found that our petition was tyarked as's libel, 5 
containing ſeveral things incouſiſtent with the ſeteſſioa principles 
vhereupon we entered our proteſt ; the tenor whereof" follows." 

« Whereas this reverend presbytery, at their laſt meetitg 0 
„Auchtermochty, the roth of March laſt, reveived fro thę 


*-alſociate-congregation at Abervethy, a paper ittuled, „ Pet. 


„dun and Reprefentaticn, &c. to which petition no presbyfterigl 

* aiſwer- way given; but, on the rn the pres ytery | 
* unanimouſly agreed to conſider it as a libel; by Which "deed 
che forefaid congregation reckon themſelves injured © We ug - 
* derſcribers, therefore, in bame of the dane 1 — 
** apwinſtvthe fotrenametl conduct, and appeal to t he very 7 | 
end aflociate ſynod". to meet at ESinburgh the Tah of ay 

* next, that they may do in it as they ſhall Ee cagſe: whereupon 
e abe inſtrumemis and trave extracts. Subſeribed'by Willap 
Walker, ad John M.Naughtoß. * 

* Ne * refuſed to — us an extract of our ptofeſt, 
B and 


— 


( 12 ) 


122 totake it back 3 to which we replied; ene 
tery will retract their marking our petition as a libel, &c. aud 
give us a judicial anſwer, we will; This they refuſed; and 
therefore we continued our proteſt, bat were abfolutely refuſed 
an extract, although eee unleſs we would take 
it in their words, N not do- The reaſons of our 
appeal are as follows. » - 

ft, 9 marked our petition as a libel, which it 
. cannot be Eh, it oaly ſays Mr Wylie's book contains 
things which we caniiot reconcile with the principles of the Secef- 
Goo, nor with the ſpirit of Chriſtianity; i. e. we only tell qur caind 
about the book, of hor: it appeured to us, but do not defire the 
| presbytery to ox ow it, of condemn it; which we hehoved 

to have done, had it been a libel; 2d/y, Whatever they ſhould ſay 
about the ble, they cannot ſay that there is any thing iu the 
petition itſelf which enn with the Laſt ſhadow of reaſon bear the 
name of a libel. It only propoſes ſimple queſtions, which may 
- N 1t was certainly ridiculous then to call the 
petition a li 

2dy, The presbytery affirm. in theit minutes, that out petition 
contains Dar ng inconſiſtent with ſeceſſion principles; which 
is certainly abſurd, and which, we think, they cannot prove, as it 
contains nothing but ſimple petitions. But it ſeems the presby- 
tery are of Mr Muckarſie's opinion, that the petitioning of church. 
courts' r inconſiſtent with ſecelſio 


ow 

. The precbyicey abiſed us, and gave bs bad names, whigh 
have felated above; which conduct is igconſiſtent- with the 
e miniſters, who ought to be gentle ta all men, 
no brawlers, nor ſoon angry, nor apt to ſtrike. But by the above 
conduct, the pres predbytry deſerves the charge brought hy God 
agaioſt the ſhepherds, £zek. xxxiv- 4. 10. The diſeaſed have 
ye not rengthened, neither have ye healed that which wer 
* ſick, either have ye bound up that which was broken, neither 
«© have brought again that which was driven away, neither have 
«* ſought that which was loſt : but with force and with cruelty 
% have ye ruled them. Thus faith the. Lotd God, Behold, Lam 
get the ſhepherds, and will require my flock at their 
* hand, and cauſe them to ceaſe from feeding th the flock, neither 
«« ſhall the ſhepherds feed themſelves any more; for I will deliver 
'« © my tlck from their mouth, that der may not be un. 

5 4e m.“ | 
| wt They refuſed to give us a preſbyterial anſwer, a6 none 
ven by the mouth of the nn This was ſurely in- 
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fen th ſeceſſion . 
a v * . They 


( 3 }) 
They excluded us from their meoiog on Weddiltay 


res. a 

and but let in as many others as pleaſed ; which was altogether uo 

and MW fonable; as it was not a private meeting, many others being preſent 
ed belides members; However, they had our miniſter before them; 
abe . 9 Cart AHI CI 
our enemies, and not before his friends. 

We now proceed to offer ſeveral other grounds of complaint 
b it againſt the preſbytery, which are as follow. Ih 

ins , They would not mark our proteſt, nor give us an extract 
ref. cl it; by which conduct they have adopted the meaſures of the 
ind eſtabliſhed judicatures, who refuſed to hear petitions, mark 


teſts, and give extracts; and. thus are guilty of the 'very ei . 

auh, They have adopted all the errors and ſcandalous 8 
in Mr Wylie's book, and maiptaio, that it contains the principles 
of the Seceſſion, and that it is wrote with the ſpirit of Chriſtiani- | 
ty, although, we are of -opinion, it has clearly been proven to be 
—— and written with the ſpirit of pride, fury, and male. 


galy, The preſbytery has condemned the Eſay on Natimol 
Gvenanting, and have made its principles terms of communion, 
while they never once attempted to ſhew-whereia it was contra 
to the word of God, or our Confeſſion of Faith. For althou 
they have alledged, in anſwer ta Mr Pirte's proteſt againſt that = 
deed, that they have proven the morality of national. covenanting 
from Scripture and reaſon,” the contrary” is the truth; unleſs we 
believe with the-church of Rome, that the Scriptare is without a | 
meaning till miniſters give it one, and is only of divine authority 
xcotding to the ſenſe they expreſs. in it. Thus the preſbytery 
has condemned a bundle of precious truths, and have erred as far 
1 Aſſembly fv, bh, the Marrow of AT 
byes 
_— The preſbytery- has made a bellef uf tht — 
a term of Chriſtian communion, although no 
wa term is recorded in the word of God, or enjoined on Chri- 
ſtans/ in the New - Teſtament. Moreover, the Seceders at firſt” 
did not teſtify againſt the national church, becauſe her miniſters * 
were not ſwearing national covenants. No ſuch ground of Se - 
ceſſon is mentioned in their declivature} which News the origival : 


plan of the-Seceſſion; but when we joined the presbytery, we 
only- propoſed to adhere to that plan; yea, ſeveral members told 
us, that they did not make covenanting a tetm of commityion, | 
cadſequently they have impoſed upon us a new term, 1 
cannot in conſcience agree to, . 


. ned-the ©3240 
5 * * ; 5750 The 


. 


QT "4 75 * 


Shy, The preſdytery propoſe to oblige anon ions," was 
pac of excommunication; that miniſters of the goſpel have auito 
rity trom Chriſt do compele ati. nal covenants, and make their 

{wear them. Now, no ſuch term of .communiow is men- 
tioned, either in the word of God or Coofeſſion of Faith, and ſo 
it muſt be a 1 * of 3 nene 


prigeiples. 

6thly, We ought ſady to have 50 terms of Chriſtian coming 
nia but ſuch. as Chriſt bas-iaſliteted, and upon which the apo- 
ſtles admitted perſuns to the ſcals of the: covenant ; but we were 
told at the preſbytery met at Auchtermuchty in March laſt; that 
if, we would not agree to any other terms we ought nat to be Se 
ceders. This was certainly a _ terrible ſlut tio on the 
whole ſeceding body,. 

Since then we reckon ourſelves: n and tas ow 
Chriſtian privileges are much — on by the above · narrated 
conduit of the presbytery, we cannot ii ink of bearing any longer 
vnbout la yiag dur caſe before this reveread court ; and therefore 
we hope, that as this ſynod is ſet up to defend our Chriſtian liber. 
tics, and to diſcourage all tyrannical meainres, they will take this 
our complaiot and petitian under ſtrious: conſideration, and grau 
us ſuch an anſwer to our petition, and ſuch a redreſs of our gries 
Vances,, as you in your wiſdom ſhall judge proper. Thar God 
way direct yo in this 0 e eee, 


is, ine prayer f. by * 
_ Your bes a 


— ho 
Signed, in pame of the coogregatia, by ä 


— to the ſyvod pr eſcated the chore paper 1 


5 differen mes io the committee ot billo, but with great diſſirul -· 


ty could they obtain leave to get it-read: At laſt, however, they 
procured this requeſt; but, after reading it, the committee would 
* nd means tranſmit it io the ſynod ; whereupon the commiſſi- 


oners went to the ſynod, and complained on the committee's con · 
duct, deſiring chat reverend court to take their petition undet 
te ix cognizance, and give them an anſwer as they judged proper. 
But the ſynod, for icaſons: beſt known: to themſelves, vent into 


the ſame meaſures, with the committee, and would by no means 

give it an bearing; npon which che commiſſioners threw it upon - 

ide table, under the; form of an inſtrument, and appealed to the 
common ſenſe of wapkind, io whoſe yn . 
bumbiꝝ ſubmit the whole. ns 

We now beg leave 10 make ned eee en the condo 

of-the committee and ſynod in the abave-affair. 
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@ its inemders owned. ther If theſe things coilpliined of wi 
te; the presbytery were much to blame; and ee 
enquire whether they were true or not By this means evi? 
dently wanted to ſcreen villainy and ee 
trethren who had prafitifed it upon a pert of God's heritage. 
We only heard two reaſons given againſt the tranſiniffion of our 
pros (1.} It ealled in queſtion the very foundamentat princif les 
Seceſſion, ſays a reverend father. This is faile, as it 


—— — —— 2 Ade 
the ſynod to anfwer ; and we may add, mis could not at all be any 
jeaſon for not taking the EAA 
me, ales it be the founduion of the Seceſſion” too. . 
other reverend father the tranſmiſſion as 
# Ye need not meddle with Abernethy pt, el 356k R 
2 pet de ue es ib Yr e ee e fer 
the morality of national covenanting.” A very ft and for- 
oble argument! Here be told his mind: plainly, 1 if was 
people to ſcck proof fort 
dotzht do de g 9 , 


avret-aythoriy in Wtete of falth und 5. That tte 
— — — en 
damental nn biz. "of 11 
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corenannng,  - | 
hn, Wegen ofthe gener pate rien Tis 
well known, that the moſt prevalent vet in the decſmature 
2d teſtjmony —— thren, for leaving the” 
— 4 jodextories was this—Th ei not mark in their 
ö brethren agaiüſt the bad meaſtires 
page] — e courts, neither would they grant thetn extracts 
ſometimes; uftef they had marked the proteſts: fort Wien the 
prople-adrlrefſed the judicartires for a redreſs of grievinces, | their 
petirions and ations were diſregarded and h over. 
the bar e. Now; how can our'own fadicatutes pretend any more 
o adhere 10 the teſtifbny, when they thettiſelyes have. gone iuto 
the violent medfures complained” of therein: fare,” they will hay ; 
e more agaicl} the" eſtabliſhed church. Again, in the — 
may, &c. We blame the eſtabliſhed judicaturès for fcreening the 
crroheous and ſcandalous from 'cenfure, and oy HOY ig, i 
the ſoprome cbucts, the tyranmital conduct of kor 
ones,” But it is evident,” that we have as mij 
walt oor an courts for the ſame condy ; 85 the Mao fe- 


Mn 1. 
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ſed to read our petition and complaint, and ſcreened the preg 
from the cenſure they fo richly deſerved, by the conduct 
narrated. in the complaint, particularly in vindicating Mr Wylie, 
who. has vented errors, and ſpread ſcandals, by alledging that he 
has got a brother wh maintains opinions 'of n he deen 
his abhotrence. 
From the above detail it is eaſy to ſee, that the Purghers .party 
is .the fame at bottom with the Antjburghers, and that both a 
| beſt are but degenerated leceders, They only differ in opinion 
abopt the meaning of the religious clauſe in the burgefs-oath; 
and yet, in fact, the difference is ovly pretended. Did the Barghers 
ſtand upon the foot. of the revolution · ſetilement, as they pretend, 
then their notion of the þurgeſs-oath would be juſt, But ſince 
they now pretend, that the morality of national-covenanting is 
_ the Fe of their principles, and 2 the — covenant 
nd folemp league are a part ciples, beyond 
An they — 0 1 — — becauſe in 
it that 4 is only ſworn to — is —— by law: but 
there is no law in being, eſtabliſhing the aboye principles; for at 
the revolution, the religion  coyenanted. was indeed authorized, 
but natiopal· coyepanting was pot approyen of, far leſs the mor- 
lity of it, nor were the covepants eſtabliſhed as binding on polte- 
rity. , Conſequently, if the Bprghers would act rationally, tacy muſt 
— that oath alſp, as it binds to a religion in which the very 
of the Seceſſion, according to them, is not to be found. 


E eee e wil 10 age wh and gebar all from 
ing to their own catechiſm, the word moral, when applied to 


* lau, denotes a thing of pcrpetual obligation. Now can any thing 


be more ſtrangę, ihan that men ſpouſd profeſs ſuch an opinion, 
and pot live as if they did not believe it! If this be a duty of 
perpetual obligation, then how can they neglect it twenty years, 
and ſuſſęr fo many to die in the neglect of it? if they believe 
what they fay, they are ſurely the greateſt jugglers under heaven, 
for we ſhould ſhew. our faith by our works. Nothing can be 


© more odd, thap to dun our. ears. on all occaſions about a duty, 


which they themſelves. neither do, nor will allow others to do 


it. One wopld think, we needed not exclaim againſt others, for 


Kc. if we had 


net performing fanuly-5cor/bip, men 


nęgletted it twenty years. I, ders, they had a aid with the - 

t it is only 
a 2 7 expedient, or a prudential meaſure, which. may be 
adopted by the legiſlature on. certain occaſions, then-their conduct 


opinion. of ihe Ea an National Covenanting, t 


For 
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yous ſtand Juſlified ; but upon no other 2 is it juſtifiable. 
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Another iuconſiſtency we obſerve in the Burgher conduct is 
upion who, will - dot agree with this opinion. Now, 


þ— * a Re Aakuoarm . KDZot a. tos. di + 


8$8S3T78S%3.- 994 


. 
. 
8 


* 


SSSR AKASA SAFS 


| W * 
bod our part, we cannot underſtand how the Burghers ca g 
* communion · table. When their miniſters give out their terms 
of commun ion, they profeſs only to admit thoſe who ate practical 
friends to covenanting, arid 40 all who live in the neglect of 
any known duty. Upon theſe terms, neither miriſters nor people 
can be admiued, as they are not practical friends to covenanting; 
and they conſtantly neglect what appears to them to be duty. 
— —Moreover, their conduct, and the Antiburghers alſo; with 
regard to terms of communion is abſolately abſutd. Wben 
fencing tbe tables, they debar all who do not agree with their 
notions abont covenants; and then invite alt who believe iu Chriſt, 
and love bim. Now as they will adniſt node "but their dn 
to.their communion, it muſt ſurely be their opinion, that 
none elſe believe in Chriſt and love hls, but ſuch as agree with 
their notions. For it they have any charity for others, " oo 
they * 
In 


invite them, and then exclude them? 

ſhort, we think w have ſafficierit grounds for ſecedin 
both parties of the Seceſſion, becauſe they are guilty of — 
erils which can watrant ſeparation from any church. Thiele are 
three, 1/, Corrapt doctrine. For liſtadce, Seceders 2 been 


the day, a rovenanted Oc. Oc. —— doctrine tends to 
inflame our pride and If. oonceit, and to male us ſay to others, 
gtand by, for I am holier than you.” This is the malignant lea ven 
of a_party-fpiric, which has poiſoned- our ſermons, aud ſpoiled 
all our religious exerciſes. This is the leaven of the Phariſees; 
which Chriſt charged his diſciples to beware of; the little leaven, 
which leavens the whole lump, ſpoils the beſt doctrires and ths 
beſt diſpoſitions. No party under heaven deferves the above 
nates, but the choſen of God, elect aud precious, which are not 
in aty one party, but among all parties of Chriſtians under hea- 
ven, —Again, our miniſters, like the Phariſees, habe taught tor 
doctrine the commandments of men. National covenanting. 
lay they, is a moral duty; it is a duty incumbent on Chrifrs. 
©, miniſters, to make up bonds, and cauſe the people ſwear 
4 them.“ Theſe are doctrines Chriſt never taught, nor did he 
ar his apoſtles ever practiſe then; and conſequentiy, they are 
mere human inventions, by preaching which the word of God 
i made of none effect. The Phariſees adhered to the whole 
law of Moſes, but they made it all of 'none effect, while oY 
mingled inſticatioos of their own with thoſe.of God'®. 80 4. 
though our teachers ſhould preach many of the — of the 
goſpel, yer they reader them all vain as SST, wile 


| Matech. xv, 6, 
— they 


"1 : by the word of God, but alſo by our national cooſtitntion, 
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ow fan, 


e, Tyranny in government has bern pradtifed-in- 
Seceſſion. Church · tyranny conſiſts == new wt inch 
faith, ea ts — two of which . — 
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deck frm them Þ dime. |= adinitiſtred:among 
vs; decauſe peupis are not adwitted on Cheilt's terms, 284s:ſhewn 
above. It is dreadful to make people ſwear over the broken body 
and ſhed blood of Chriſt, .that they believe what Chriſt never 
. f the communion of a party ia ant Chriſtian commu- 
ia bat communion en Chriſt's term, che commudion of ſaints, 
 b, only ſach. Tbe communion of ſaints, is an article of the 
ppaltolic creed; but an article, alas, practically, yea doctrimaiy 
13 r 


| | plan, „ 
NR rer 
_- fubjoig n thee, that dose a Feproach by 


'- - at Nee ve kacken ihe Weltminiter Confeſſion u 
| Faith « very raltable ſummary of the oſt die branches v 
| SAT e 
+ ag. 2 — - g for worſhip affixed to 
ConteſGon, are At Nm. 
we nd Learn 3 form of 
„Wes me government 
e e be ſme form re. 
of judicatures, providing they make no new laws, as binding en 
the cunſciences pr pic Chr, a ao be 255 
niſterial EXECUTION w Chriſt, * as 
cChorch. has already made. 2 
2 ende than bend 
for mutual defence, gone into when our civil and Jer. mr ct 
ties were in danger, wherein our anceſtors engaged to ſupport one 
mother, in defending the cauſe of liberty,” Now, fince not gay - 


Gf allowed to profeſs and maintain ſuch opinions as we lutte 
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miniſter and con- 
ſermon in our 


the 


againſt 
ſeldom 


ſter, 
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ſubſtance of the Virgin! "We near! 
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g in our pulpit 
the 


' to be regarded t 


rejudiſed 


this our te 
in the Burgher 


of his- 
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da, even whey they obnined jt no. hes 
ourlslyes og, this. 
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taken.this opporturity to declare gurl 
abr miniſter wks opt allowed apy exculpatgr 
he offered as | 
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